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1st ed.(1999); 2nd ed. rev.(2009). Este manual presentay explicalas principales etapas de lainvestigacion,
discute las dificultades que suelen presentarse alo largo de lamisma, y se proponen gjempl os sobre como
abordarlas. El libro enfatiza laimportancia de poner la metodologia al servicio de los interrogantes
sustantivos de cadainvestigacion. Paraello es crucial definir buenas preguntas, elaborar marcos tedricos que
las intenten contestar, y disefar estrategias de investigacion que minimicen los riesgos de error en las
conclusiones de lainvestigacion. Se dedica especial atencién, ademas, ala elaboracion conceptual, de crucial
importancia en un ambito académico que comparte lenguaje con el ciudadano de apié, los politicosy los
medios de comunicacion. Se analizan las distintas alternativas para contrastar hipétesis explicativas (método
experimental, estadistico y comparado), y se repasan distintas fuentes de datos a alcance de los
investigadores interesados en €l dmbito de la ciencia palitica. Se trata de una obraimprescindible paralas
personas que inician su trayectoriainvestigadora, asi como parala docencia en el &mbito de la metodologia
delainvestigacion social y politica 1st ed. (1999); 2nd ed. rev. (2009). This manual presents and explains the
main stages of an investigation, discusses the difficulties that usually arise during the process, and offers
examples of how to tackle them. The book emphasi ses the importance of putting methodology at the service
of the fundamental questions of each investigation. To thisend it is crucial to define good questions, produce
theoretical frameworks which try to answer them, and devise research strategies which minimize the risk of
errorsin the conclusions. Special attention is also given to conceptual preparation, of vital importance in an
academic sphere which shares language with the ordinary citizen, politicians and the media. The book
analyses the various aternatives for verifying explanatory hypotheses (experimental, statistical and
comparative methods), and reviews the different sources of data available to researchersinterested in the
field of political science. Thisis an indispensable work for anyone embarking on aresearch career, as well
for al those involved in teaching the methodology of social and political research.
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